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REMARKS 

Claims 9-32 are pending in the application. The Examiner has rejected claims 9- 
20 and 24-29 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Suver and claims 21-23 
and 30-32 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suver in view of 
Bowker. Applicants respectfully disagree. 

Applicants' technology relates to a table data structure that has different columns 
for each row of the table that is based on the value for that row in a type column of the 
table. For example, referring to the table on page 36 of applicants 1 specification, which 
is duplicated below, the type column is shown to the left of the table identifies the types 
of "Pers" and "Dept." The rows of type "Pers" include the columns "SSN," "Name," and 
"Salary," whereas the rows of type "Dept" include the columns "Name," "ID," "Phone," 
and "Floor." Thus, each row has a set of columns that varies based on the value in the 
type column for that row. 
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The claims recite this concept of varying the columns of a table for each row as 
"a type column containing a type value for each row, the type value of a row identifying 
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a row type, each type value identifying the columns of that row." (Claim 1, emphasis 
added.) 

It is the Examiner's position that Figure 9 (reproduced below) of Suver shows 
such the varying of the columns within rows of a table. Applicants disagree. 
Presumably, the Examiner believes that that the "TABLE/TYPE NAME" column of the 
database dictionary table of Figure 9 corresponds to the claimed "type column." 
However, the rows of the table of Figure 9 are fixed and do not vary based on the value 
in "TABLE/TYPE NAME" column. For example, the first row of the table, which has the 
value of "CUSTOMERS" in the "TABLE/TYPE NAME" column, has the columns of 
"TABLE/TYPE NAME," "TABLE OR UDT?," "COLUMN NAME," "TYPE," "COLUMN ID," 
and "COLLECTION?," whereas the second row of the table which has "ORDERS" in the 
"TABLE/TYPE NAME" column as the exact same columns. Thus, the columns of the 
rows do not vary. 
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The Examiner may believe that the different values within the "COLUMN NAME" 
column of Figure 9 correspond to the different columns. For example, the first row 
specifies a different set of values under the "COLUMN NAME" column from the second 
row. However, these different column names refer to columns not in the database 
dictionary table itself, but rather to columns of the tables in the actual database. The 
database dictionary table only describes the tables of the database. Thus, the row of 
the database dictionary with the value of "CUSTOMERS" in the "TABLE/TYPE NAME" 
column does not identify the columns of "that row" of the database dictionary itself, but 
rather the rows within that customer table of the database that is illustrated in Figure 6, 
which is reproduced below. 
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The claims make it clear that a row with a type value identifies the columns of 
"that row" itself, whereas Suver's Figure 9 identifies the columns of a completely 
different table. Therefore, Suver neither teaches nor suggests that a column of a row 
contains a value that identifies the columns of that row as recited by the claims. 
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Based on the above amendment and remarks, applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration of this application and its early allowance. If the Examiner has any 
questions or believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is encouraged to call the undersigned at (206) 359-8548. 



Correspondence Address: 
Customer No. 25096 
Perkins Coie LLP 
P.O. Box 1247 

Seattle, Washington 98111-1247 
(206) 359-8000 



Respectfully submitted, 
Perkins Coie LLP 



Date: March 25. 2004 




Maurice J. Pirio 
Registration No. 33,273 
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